RESEARCH IN POLITICAL
ECONOMY

VOLUME 35




THE CAPITALIST
COMMODIFICATION OF ANIMALS



RESEARCH IN POLITICAL
ECONOMY

Series Editor: Paul Zarembka

State University of New York at Buffalo, USA

Recent Volumes:

Volume 21:

Volume 22:

Volume 23:
Volume 24:

Volume 25:

Volume 26:

Volume 27:

Volume 28:

Volume 29:

Volume 30A:

Volume 30B:

Volume 31:
Volume 32:

Volume 33:

Volume 34:

Neoliberalism in Crisis, Accumulation, and Rosa Luxemburg’s
Legacy — Edited by P. Zarembka and S. Soederberg

The Capitalist State and Its Economy: Democracy in Socialism —
Edited by P. Zarembka

The Hidden History of 9-11-2001 — Edited by P. Zarembka

Transitions in Latin America and in Poland and Syria — Edited
by P. Zarembka

Why Capitalism Survives Crises: The Shock Absorbers — Edited
by P. Zarembka

The National Question and the Question of Crisis — Edited by
P. Zarembka

Revitalizing Marxist Theory for Today’s Capitalism — Edited by
P. Zarembka and R. Desai

Contradictions: Finance, Greed, and Labor Unequally Paid —
Edited by P. Zarembka

Sraffa and Althusser Reconsidered; Neoliberalism Advancing in
South Africa, England, and Greece — Edited by P. Zarembka

Theoretical Engagements In Geopolitical Economy — Edited by
Radhika Desai

Analytical Gains of Geopolitical Economy — Edited by Radhika
Desai

Risking Capitalism — Edited by Susanne Soederberg

Return of Marxian Macro-Dynamics in East Asia — Edited by
Masao Ishikura, Seongjin Jeong, and Mingqi Li
Environmental Impacts of Transnational Corporations in the
Global South — Edited by Paul Cooney and William Sacher
Freslon

Class History and Class Practices in the Periphery of
Capitalism — Edited by Paul Zarembka



EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

GENERAL EDITOR

Paul Zarembka
State University of New York at Buffalo, USA

EDITORIAL BOARD

Paul Cooney Seisdedos Jie Meng

Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Fudan University, People’s Republic of
Ecuador (PUCE), Quito, Ecuador China

Radhika Desai Isabel Monal

University of Manitoba, Canada University of Havana, Cuba

Thomas Ferguson Ozgur Orhangazi

University of Massachusetts at Kadir Has University, Turkey

Boston, USA

Seongjin Jeong Jan Toporowski

Gyeongsang National University, The School of Oriental and African

South Korea Studies, UK



This page intentionally left blank



RESEARCH IN POLITICAL ECONOMY VOLUME 35

THE CAPITALIST
COMMODIFICATION OF
ANIMALS

EDITED BY

BRETT CLARK
Professor of Sociology, University of Utah, USA

TAMAR DIANA WILSON
Independent Scholar, Mexico

§w cerald
“()1 PUBLISHING

United Kingdom — North America — Japan
India — Malaysia — China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2021
Copyright © 2021 Emerald Publishing Limited

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in any
form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise
without either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence permitting
restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency and in the USA
by The Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those of
the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the quality and accuracy of its
content, Emerald makes no representation implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’
suitability and application and disclaims any warranties, express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-83982-681-8 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-83982-680-1 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-83982-682-5 (Epub)

ISSN: 0161-7230 (Series)

ISOQAR certified
Management System,
awarded to Emerald
for adherence to
Environmental

standard Y

ISOQAR 150 14001:2004. v M

Yoo ¥
Certificate Number 1985 S

1ISO 14001 INVESTOR IN PEOPLE


mailto:permissions@emeraldinsight.com

CONTENTS

List of Figures and Tables ix
About the Contributors Xi
Acknowledgments Xiii

The Capitalist Commodification of Animals: A Brief Introduction 1
Brett Clark and Tamar Diana Wilson

PART 1
THEORETICAL APPROACHES TO THE
COMMODIFICATION OF ANIMALS

It’s Not Humans, It’s Animal Capital! 9
Christian Stache

Animals and Nature: The Co-modification of the Sentient
Biosphere 33
Paula Briigger

Abstract Life, Abstract Labor, Abstract Mind 59
Charles Thorpe and Brynna Jacobson

Mission Impossible? Reflections on Objectification and
Instrumentalization of Animals in the Economy 107

Wolfgang Leyk

PART II
CASE STUDIES OF THE COMMODIFICATION
OF ANIMALS

The Commodification of Living Beings in the Fur Trade: The
Intersection of Cheap Raw Materials and Cheap Labor 125

Tamar Diana Wilson

vii



viii CONTENTS

Capitalism Has Granted Wolves a Temporary Reprieve from
Extinction 137
Alexander Simon

The Landowners’ Ethic: Aldo Leopold, Game Management,
and Private Property 161
Cade Jameson

PART 111
ARGENTINA’S WORKING CLASS

The Dynamics of Violence and Labor Conflict in Villa
Constitucion, Argentina, 1973-1975 183
Agustin Santella

Index 205



LIST OF FIGURES AND TABLES

Figure 1. Relational Trialogue during Exchange. 116
Table 1. Three-level Approach toward Objectification/

Instrumentalization. 110
Table 1. Villa Constitucion Armed Contentions March 20 to May

20, 1975. 197



This page intentionally left blank



ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS

Paula Briigger is a Professor in the Ecology and Zoology Department of Santa
Catarina Federal University, Brazil, where she also coordinates the Ecological
Justice Observatory. She has published two books on environmental education.
Her research investigates the ethical/epistemological implications of mechanistic
paradigms in sustainability and animal rights.

Brett Clark is Professor of Sociology, Environmental Humanities, and Envi-
ronmental and Sustainability Studies at the University of Utah. His research
focuses on the political economy of global environmental change. He is the
author of several books, including The Robbery of Nature: Capitalism and the
Ecological Rift.

Brynna Jacobson received her PhD in Sociology from the University of
California, San Diego. She teaches Sociology as an Adjunct Professor at the
University of San Francisco. Her research focuses on the politics of geo-
engineering and climate change.

Cade Jameson received his PhD in Sociology from the University of Oregon. He
resides in Hilo, Hawaii, and teaches at Hawaii Community College. His research
focuses on the politics of land-use planning and the history of the US conser-
vation movement.

Wolfgang Leyk is a Lutheran Pastor and University Lecturer in Erlangen for the
Chair of Ethics. He specializes in animal and economic ethics. His research
focuses on problems associated with industrial animal husbandry and on the true
costs of animal products.

Agustin Santella is a Researcher at CONICET and a Graduate Professor at the
University of Buenos Aires. He investigates class struggle, collective action, and
Marxist theory. He is the author of Labor Conflict and Capitalist Hegemony. The
Auto-Industry in Argentina (Brill, 2016).

Alexander Simon teaches courses in the Environmental Studies Department and
the Sociology Program. His teaching interests include environmental sociology,
animals and society, and social theory. His current research focuses on the
political economy of wolf reintroduction programs.

X1



Xil ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS

Christian Stache earned his PhD in social and economic history from the
University of Hamburg, Germany. He is the author of Kapitalismus und Natur-
zerstorung. Zur kritischen Theorie des gesellschaftlichen Naturverhdltnisses
(Budrich UniPress, 2017). His fields of work are Marxism, ecology, and critical
human-animal studies.

Charles Thorpe is Professor of Sociology and a member of the Science Studies
Program at the University of California, San Diego. He is the author of
Oppenheimer: The Tragic Intellect (University of Chicago Press, 2006) and
Necroculture (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).

Tamar Diana Wilson has researched and published mainly on the topics of
internal and international Mexican migration and on the informal economy/
precarious work. Her focus has been primarily on the marginalized and the
oppressed, which has led to her interest in the commodification and exploitation
of animals.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We thank all of the contributors to this volume for their thoughtful contribu-
tions and all of those who reviewed the manuscripts and provided helpful
feedback. A special thanks goes to Paul Zarembka for his support, guidance,
and encouragement.

Xiil



This page intentionally left blank



THE CAPITALIST
COMMODIFICATION OF ANIMALS:
A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

Brett Clark and Tamar Diana Wilson

Human-nonhuman animal relationships are not set in stone. They have been
dramatically transformed throughout history due to specific socioeconomic,
ideological, and cultural conditions (Hurn, 2012). In “Why Look at Animals?,”
John Berger (2009, p. 13) notes,

...animals are born, are sentient and are mortal. In these things they resemble man. In their
superficial anatomy—Iless in their deep anatomy—in their habits, in their time, in their physical
capacities, they differ from man. They are both like and unlike.

He highlights the corporeal continuity and distinction that exists between
humans and nonhuman animals, the changing interactions and understandings of
this relation. Early in human history,

...animals constituted the first circle of what surrounded man. Perhaps that already suggests too
great a distance. They were with man at the centre of his world. Such centrality was of course
economic and productive. (Berger, 2009, p. 12)

While animal suffering and abuse have taken place throughout history, the
birth of capitalism and its revolutionary development created a “rupture” in these
relationships, a deep alienation from nature, whereby the depredations acceler-
ated and increased in scope and scale, given the logic of capital and its system of
generalized commodity production (Berger, 2009, p. 12; Burkett, 1999; Foster,
1994, 2000; Moore, 2015; Wallerstein, 1974).

The capitalist system is predicated on the endless accumulation of wealth. Itis a
grow-or-die system that does not recognize any boundaries. Practical human
activities, including human-nonhuman animal relations and interactions with the
larger biophysical world, are progressively geared toward the production of
commodities. In the first volume of Capital, Karl Marx (1976) explained that
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studying commodities served as the basis for revealing the logic of capitalism and
the transformations that had taken place in regard to human relations with nature.
Under capitalism, a commodity is a product sold on the market that is produced
for exchange rather than use, simply to expand the accumulation of capital, to
increase value (Altvater, 1993). In his general formula for capital—M-C-M'—Marx
(1976) presented the underlining operation of this system. Money capital, M, is
transformed into C, a commodity (via production), which then must be sold for
more money, realizing the original value plus an added or surplus value, dis-
tinguishing M’ (or M + Am, which is surplus value). Capitalist accounting is purely
a quantitative consideration, which involves the “continuous transformation of
capital-as-money into capital-as-commodities, followed by a retransformation of
capital-as-commodities into capital-as-more-money” (Heilbroner, 1985, p. 36). This
endless cycle provides capitalist production with the formidable growth dynamic, its
momentum, and its exponential increase. The ability of capital to extract surplus
value through commodity production is made possible through both exploitation
and expropriation of human labor, nonhuman animals, and nature. The veil of
commodity production, in which money serves as the form of exchange, hides this
robbery (Foster and Clark, 2020; Longo et al., 2015).

Marx highlighted how the system of generalized commodity production and
the growth imperative of capital generated grave contradictions, which
included concerns regarding nonhuman animals. He emphasized that humans
are animals and incorporated evolutionary understandings regarding the con-
tinuity in species into his analysis. He offered a devastating critique of Carte-
sian metaphysics, in which René Descartes relegated animals to the status of
machines, thereby excusing abuse, suffering, and violation of corporeal life
(Foster and Clark, 2020). Marx (1976, pp. 285-288) analyzed the historical
transformation of human-nonhuman animal relations that accompanied the
ongoing development of capitalism, especially in the mid-nineteenth century,
which evolved into capital treating nonhuman animals as machines and created
an alienated mediation between human beings and other species. He detailed
how capital turned animals into instruments and raw materials in capitalist
production. In particular, in the second volume of Capital, Marx (1978, pp.
314-315) focused on how capital employed science and technology to maximize
profits. Animals were confined in “prison cells” (i.e., stalls) to restrict move-
ment, to enhance feeding, and to accelerate their rate of growth. This impris-
onment helped reduce turnover time, which sped up the realization of profits.
Furthermore, selective breeding was directed toward modifying the bone
structure of sheep to create heavier bodies and weaker skeletal frames. Marx
described this process as one of “aborting bones in order to transform them
[i.e., sheep] to mere meat and a bulk of fat” (quoted in Saito, 2017, p. 209).
Calves were weaned from their mothers early to increase the availability of milk
that could be sold on the market. While these practices resulted in growth
deformities and the “serious deterioration of life force,” they enhanced the
accumulation of capital.
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The expansion of capitalist production has led to “the commodification of
everything” in order to increase profits (Moore, 2010, p. 189; Wallerstein, 1983,
p- 16). Bob Torres (2007, p. 11) explains that

...the structure and nature of contemporary capital has deepened, extended, and worsened our
domination over animals and the natural world.... Animals become nothing more than living
machines, transformed from beings who live for themselves into beings that live for capital.

The capitalist commodification of animals is extensive. It includes, but is not
limited to, livestock production in concentrated animal feeding operations; the
slaughter of “surplus” male calves at a few months of age to provide veal; leather
and fur production; the ivory trade in which tusks are used for “traditional
medicines” or carved into decorative objects; entertainment such as in zoos,
marine parks, and circuses; laboratory experimentation to test medicines, beauty
products, pesticides, and other chemicals; the pursuit of trophy hunting, some-
times on canned farms and sometimes in the wild; and bioengineering of livestock
and of animals used in laboratories, just to name a few. The animal king-
dom—whether it is cows, pigs, chickens, turkeys, ostriches, elephants, rhinoceros,
pangolins, bison, fish, horses, dogs, rabbits, mice, rats, primates, etc.—is
exploited and often slaughtered in the commodification process. Large-scale
industrialized production of meat is directly linked to the commodification pro-
cess and the pursuit of capital accumulation, creating a situation where “more
animals are killed every year than are present on earth at any one time” (Fre-
shour, 2019; Gunderson, 2011; Pellow, 2014; Stuart and Gunderson, 2020; Weis,
2013, p. 140). This is a direct product of the capitalist system. As Ruth Harrison
(2013, p. 37) indicated, “cruelty is acknowledged only where profitability ceases.”

Bradley J. Macdonald (2011, pp. 41-42) argues that the alienation of nature
that accompanies capitalist social relations also generates an “alienated
speciesism.” While nonhuman animals are everywhere, “the more their
dismembered bodies intersect ours” in the form of commodities circulating
throughout the economic system, “the more they ultimately disappear from
human life” (Macdonald, 2011, p. 41). The capitalist commodification of animals
has been accompanied by and reinforced through various forms of rationality
and ideological justifications, depicting nonhuman animals as dumb, inferior, and
not worthy of concerns regarding suffering and abuse. Comparative ethology, the
study of animal behavior, directly contradicts such claims (Weis, 2013; York and
Longo, 2017). All of this indicates the importance of political-economic analyses
that account for the historical transformations in the material conditions of
nonhuman animals, alienated speciesism, the larger ecological crisis that is
undermining the conditions of life for all species, and the capitalist commodifi-
cation of animals that results in widespread suffering, death, and profits.

The contributors to this special issue of Research in Political Economy address
questions regarding the capitalist commodification of animals from a variety of
critical perspectives. Christian Stache puts forward a reworked conception of
animal capital, rooted in a sociorelational and value understanding of capitalism,
explaining how animals are integrated into capitalist society via a relation of
superexploitation to capital. Drawing on Herbert Marcuse’s conception of
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instrumental rationality, Paul Briigger explores the roots of objectification and
commodification of nature, as a means to confront the epistemological bedrock
of speciesist education. Charles Thorpe and Brynna Jacobson argue that capi-
talism produces a “culture of abstraction” in labor, mind, and life, which imposes
market rationality onto nature, nonhuman animals, and the living world.
Wolfgang Leyk considers the logic that facilitates the objectification and
instrumentalization of animals, offering an assessment for how to shift to an
animal-oriented economy. Tamar Diana Wilson addresses the role that “cheap
labor” and “cheap living beings” played in the commodification of fur-bearing
animals in the eighteen and nineteenth centuries in Canada and the United States
with a view first to trapping and second to fur-farming operations that continue
until today. Alexander Simon investigates the changing relationship between
wolves and humans in North America, from indigenous settlement through the
various phases of capitalist development. Cade Jameson provides a study of how
Aldo Leopold’s personal commitment to the institution of private property and
promotion of voluntary mechanisms undermine efforts to protect wildlife and
land from capitalist predations. The final chapter, which is not focussed on the
capitalist commodification of animals, but was a submission to Research in
Political Economy, is by Agustin Santella, who offers an analysis of the inter-
connections between working-class struggles, armed insurgent actions, and
political violence in Villa Constitucidon, Argentina, from 1973 to 1975.
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