CONFLICT AND FORCED
MIGRATION



STUDIES IN SYMBOLIC
INTERACTION

Series Editor: Norman K. Denzin

Recent Volumes:

Volumes 1—-35: Studies in Symbolic Interaction

Volume 36:
Volume 37:
Volume 38:

Volume 39:
Volume 40:
Volume 41:
Volume 42:

Volume 43:
Volume 44:

Volume 45:

Volume 46:
Volume 47:
Volume 48:

Volume 49:

Volume 50:

Blue Ribbon Papers: Interactionism: The Emerging Landscape
Studies in Symbolic Interaction

Blue Ribbon Papers: Behind the Professional Mask:
The Self-revelations of Leading Symbolic Interactionists

Studies in Symbolic Interaction
40th Anniversary of Studies in Symbolic Interaction
Radical Interactionism on the Rise

Revisiting Symbolic Interaction in Music Studies and
New Interpretive Works

Symbolic Interaction and New Social Media

Contributions from European Symbolic Interactionists:
Reflections on Methods

Contributions from European Symbolic Interactionists:
Conflict and Cooperation

The Astructural Bias Charge
Symbolic Interactionist Takes on Music

Oppression and Resistance: Structure, Agency, and
Transformation

Carl J. Couch and the Iowa School: In His Own Words and
In Reflection

The Interaction Order



STUDIES IN SYMBOLIC INTERACTION VOLUME 51

CONFLICT AND FORCED
MIGRATION: ESCAPE FROM
OPPRESSION AND STORIES
OF SURVIVAL, RESILIENCE,

AND HOPE

EDITED BY

GIL RICHARD MUSOLF
Central Michigan University, USA

CEMEE

United Kingdom — North America — Japan
India — Malaysia — China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2019

Copyright Chapter 4 “The Rock in the Stream” © Mari Malek, 2019, published under
exclusive license. All other chapters and editorial matter © Emerald Publishing Limited,
2019.

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in any
form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without
either the prior written permission of the publisher or a license permitting restricted copying
issued in the UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency and in the USA by The Copyright
Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the chapters are those of the authors. Whilst
Emerald makes every effort to ensure the quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald
makes no representation implied or otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application
and disclaims any warranties, express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-83867-394-9 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-83867-393-2 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-83867-395-6 (EPub)

ISSN: 0163-2396 (Series)

ISOQAR certified
Management System,
awarded to Emerald
for adherence to
Environmental

standard .""" Y

ISOQAR SO 14001:2004. v \',
\
Certificate Number 1985 "

1ISO 14001 INVESTOR IN PEOPLE


http://permissions@emeraldinsight.com

CONTENTS

List of Contributors

Introduction
Gil Richard Musolf

PART I
THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF CONFLICT

Chapter 1 The Asylum-seeking Process: An American
Tradition
Gil Richard Musolf

Chapter 2 The Cerisis in Darfur and the Social Structure of
Global Climate Change, Race, and Gender
Michael J. Papa and Wendy H. Papa

Chapter 3 Transnational Solidarity of Circassians in-between
Caucasus and Middle East
Ulas Sunata

PART II
VOICES OF SURVIVAL, RESILIENCE, AND HOPE

Chapter 4 The Rock in the Stream
Mari Malek

Chapter 5 From War to Peace: Loved Back to Life!
Nafije Krasniqi Prishtina

Chapter 6 Bendito Infierno
Derick Abrigu and Maria Silva

Chapter 7 Falling in Love with a Refugee
Kim Schultz

Vil

11

43

71

91

129

157

165



vi CONTENTS

Chapter 8 Re-thinking the “Starting Point” for Research:
The Challenges and Possibilities for Building Reflexive
Knowledge with and about Queer and Trans Migrants
Edward Ou Jin Lee and Abelardo Leon

PART III
HUMANITARIAN ADVOCACY

Chapter 9 The Social Construction of Child Protection in an
Anti-immigration Context

Leticia Villarreal Sosa, Myrna McNitt and

Erna Maria Rizeria Dinata

Chapter 10 The Children Left Behind
Karen Gordon

Chapter 11 A Heart Shaped Like Syria
Gail Vignola

PART IV
ART AND HOPE

Chapter 12 The Art of Re-Bildung the Refugee: Agency
Through Literary Structure in the Bildungsroman
Alexandra Christian Budny

Chapter 13 The Syrian Refugee Art Project
Joel Bergner

Index

173

193

209

227

245

269

281



LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Derick Abrigu
San Diego State University, USA

Derick Abrigu is a Graduate Researcher completing a dual Master’s degree in
Public Administration and Latin American Studies with a focus on forced
migration issues at San Diego State University, San Diego, USA. He holds a
Bachelor’s in Anthropology and Political Science from Concordia University,
Montreal, Canada, his home.

He has been passionate with respect to the theme of irregular migration for
several years now, a development that stems from his life experiences as a sec-
ond generation Peruvian migrant to Canada. From an early age, he was exposed
to the nuances of a flawed immigration system, as he witnessed the disappear-
ance/deportation of family and friends. Filled with a determination to respond
to these injustices, he has dedicated his vocation to address the fundamental
flaws of our global immigration policy structure.

Currently, he is completing his thesis, a comparative ethnographic study of
the Mexico-US borderlands, where he works with vulnerable populations in
Tijuana and Mexicali, Baja California, Mexico, including repatriated Mexican
nationals and in-transit migrants from various countries.

Joel Bergner
Brooklyn, USA

Joel Bergner (aka Joel Artista) is an Artist, Educator, and Organizer of
community-based public art initiatives with youth and families around the
world. He works in acrylic and aerosol, creating elaborate paintings and public
murals that explore social topics and reflect a wide array of artistic influences.
Joel has facilitated community mural projects in Syrian refugee camps in the
Middle East, juvenile detention centers in the US, and the shantytowns of
Kenya, India, and Brazil. He earned his BA in Sociology from the University of
Illinois, Chicago and has a background in counseling youth with various mental
health issues. These experiences inform his current work addressing issues of
trauma related to violence conflict, displacement, and social marginalization.
For each project, he partners with local residents and organizations to give a
platform to people in highly challenging circumstances to explore issues that are
important to them, learn valuable skills and uplift their environment through
public art. These social projects have featured partnerships with dozens of local
and international institutions, including UNICEF, Mercy Corps, and the Open

vii



viil LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Society Initiative. Joel’s work has been featured extensively in media, including
Al-Jazeera English, NPR (National Public Radio), Arise TV, Reuters, AFP
(Agence-France Presse), Voice of America, the New York Times, TIME maga-
zine, and the Washington Post, among many others. His work has also been
published in the books Street Art San Francisco and Mural Art Volume 3.

Alexandra Christian Budny
University of California, USA

Alexandra Christian Budny, PhD, is a recent Graduate in Rhetoric,
Interdisciplinary Humanities and the Arts through the doctoral Rhetoric pro-
gram at the University of California, Berkeley. She received her BA in the Arts
and International Studies from Northwestern University, with additional studies
at the Universita di Bologna, Italy, as well as an MA in Rhetoric at the
University of California, Berkeley. Her research and teaching interests revolve
around questions of narrative and the arts’ capacities to not just reveal and
reflect, but constitute, challenge, and change in arenas of understanding, iden-
tity, and community/belonging. After her training in the fields of agency, subjec-
tivity and personhood, affect theory and aesthetics, and empathy and human
rights through the arts, she arrived at the nexus of narrative and Refugee/Forced
Migration studies. Her work here focuses on the particular project of the
Refugee and Forced Migration Bildungsroman, as in her dissertation, honed on
coming-of-age and coming-into-form through fictions of home and exile (narra-
tive studies). Out of this project, she is further interested in considering the child-
hood experience, and narrative’s role, in addition to its potential, in such cases.

Erna Maria Rizeria Dinata
Universitas Indonesia, Indonesia

Erna Dinata is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Social Welfare,
University of Indonesia, where she completed her bachelor degree. She earned
her Master’s and PhD from the School of Social Service Administration,
University of Chicago. Her interest in the intersection of policy and practice,
public and private, institutional and organizational analysis led to her disserta-
tion work in understanding organizational correlates of child welfare agencies
under performance contracting. Her post-doctoral training contributed to her
understanding of the crucial partnership between university and agency for
implementing evidence-based practice, and its impacts to social policy. She con-
tinues in the pathway to understand the implementation of social policy for
social justice and social inclusion in various populations and the modes of ser-
vice delivery and provision in the context of decentralization and privatization
of human services. She manages international collaborations with other social
work schools and engages in building relationships with government agencies,
elements of civil society, and private sectors.



List of Contributors ix

Karen Gordon
Rockville, USA

Karen Gordon earned a Masters in Social Work at the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1970. She has served as a therapist for individuals, families, and
groups. Among her clients are those who address mental illness, physical debili-
tation, addiction, and terminal illness. Ms. Gordon has been a social worker for
hospice, taught for two years at the School of Social Work at Catholic
University, and supervised social work trainees. She facilitated a therapy group
bringing together Holocaust survivors with adult children (not their own) whose
parents also survived the concentration camps. The parents had not shared their
feelings with their own children but talked openly with the children of other par-
ents who also had held back their stories.

Edward Ou Jin Lee
Université de Montréal, Canada

Edward Ou Jin Lee is an Assistant Professor at the School of Social Work at
the Université de Montréal and is a regular member of an FRQSC-funded
health and social service focused research team titled Migration et EThnicité
dans les Interventions en Santé et en Services sociaux (METISS). Edward’s
research and practice interests are within the realms of (1) critical, decolonizing
and anti-oppressive social work, (2) critical, participatory and digital media
research methodologies, and (3) social policy advocacy andcommunity organiz-
ing with Queer, Trans, Black, Indigenous and other People of Color
(QTBIPOC) communities and in particular queer and trans migrants with pre-
carious status. Having published numerous publications about LGBTQ refugee
experiences in Quebec and Canada, Edward recently completed a scoping review
about the state of knowledge about LGBTQ migrants living in Canada in rela-
tion to an emerging global LGBTQ rights agenda. Edward is also presently
involved in a number of research projects about the intersectional experiences of
trans youth, in particular, those who are migrants, racialized and street-involved
as well as the realities of MSM of color, in particular Black and Latino MSM.
Presently responsible for graduate student field education, Edward is leading a
SSHR C-funded project about the challenges and possibilities of transformative
learning with graduate student field education. Edward is also involved in a
number of community-based initiatives in Montreal.

Abelardo Leon
Université de Montréal, Canada

Abelardo Leon is currently conducting Post-doctoral research at the School of
Social Work of L’Université de Montréal, under the direction of Dr Edward
Lee in partnership with the Montrealais social organization REZO, for examin-
ing the relationship between immigration and sexual behavior in MSM Latinos.
His goal is to better understand how “migratory grief and loss” acts, and how
we can improve social services for MSM Latino immigrants in Montréal.



X LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Dr Leon completed his PhD in Humanities from Concordia University (2016),
in which he examines the symbolic dimension expressed in the discourse of the
LGBT civil rights’ movement in Chile. Dr Ledén is Bachelor of Fine Arts,
Bachelor in Education (Chile) and Masters in Educational Research (Mexico).
He has extensive experience as teacher and researcher on issues such as visual
discourse analysis, qualitative research methods, sexual diversity and social
movements in Chile, Latin American art, immigration, and studies on HIV pre-
vention/treatment based upon community-based research approach. His inter-
disciplinary background allowed Dr Leén to integrate interdisciplinary fields for
developing research projects which engage individuals with their own commu-
nity and culture; integrating artistic sensibility with the social sciences and the
field of sexual health.

Mari Malek
New York, NY, USA

Since she fled South Sudan as a refugee 18 years ago, Mari Malek, aka
DJ Stiletto, has become a successful Model/DJ and Actress in New York City.
She is also the founder of “Stand For Education,” a non-profit organization
dedicated to empowering girls and providing access to education for underprivi-
leged children. When Malek first escaped South Sudan with her mother and sib-
lings, they spent four years in Egypt where they applied for asylum and were
granted refugee status. Mari and her family then moved to Newark, New Jersey
before they found their relatives and relocated to San Diego, California. One
day on a walk to school, Malek was approached by a modeling scout, and in
2006, Malek moved to New York to pursue a career in the field. She now uses
her status as a platform to bring light to an often-ignored plight, and helps to
inspire and introduce opportunities to South Sudanese women and children
whose lives have been torn apart by the violence and inhumanity of war.

Myrna McNitt
Central Michigan University, USA

Myrna McNitt has experienced a rich social work career in child protection and
juvenile justice that includes front line work in Africa and other developing
countries, as well as in the US and England. She served on the Board of the
International Foster Care Organization (IFCO) and continues to work with
IFCO’s Training and Development Committee. Her work with IFCO has
included project work to develop foster care as an alternative to institutions in
Kosovo, Azerbaijan, and Sri Lanka. She has served as a foster parent and kin-
ship provider. Myrna has worked collaboratively on a research agenda concern-
ing kinship care, social identity, and resilience. Myrna has served as affiliate
faculty in Social Work and Sociology in Michigan and Illinois. Currently,
Myrna is a Faculty at Central Michigan University Social Work Program.
Myrna has extensive experience in supporting students and practicing profes-
sionals working in child protection. Myrna has developed global learning



List of Contributors Xi

experiences for students in Guatemala and Ecuador. As a Social Work Faculty,
Myrna is committed to applying research to good practice and sharing those
practices with her students. She was awarded the Teaching Excellence Award by
Spring Arbor University.

Gil Richard Musolf
Central Michigan University, USA

Gil Richard Musolf is Professor Emeritus from the Department of Sociology,
Anthropology, and Social Work of Central Michigan University. He has published
in a variety of journals, including Symbolic Interaction, Studies in Symbolic
Interaction, The Sociological Quarterly, Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, and
Contemporary Justice Review. His book Structure and Agency: An Introduction to
Social Psychology is in its second edition.

Michael Papa
Central Michigan University, USA

Michael J. Papa (PhD, Temple University) is a Professor of Communication at
Central Michigan University. He has previously been affiliated with Uppsala
University (Sweden), Michigan State University, Bangkok University, Ohio
University, and University of North Carolina-Greensboro. Two central areas of
research have been the design and evaluation of organizations promoting social
change initiatives and economic development in the US, Bangladesh, India, and
Thailand, and the resolution of violent conflict with a particular focus on the
conflict within and between Sudan and Uganda. He has also conducted research
on conflict management, group decision-making processes, management selec-
tion and development, and technology diffusion in organizations. In addition to
four books, Papa has published over 40 scholarly articles, essays in edited
volumes, and technical reports. Michael Papa has received 10 research awards
for top papers from the International Communication Association and is a
recipient of Central Michigan University’s President’s Award for Scholarly and
Creative Activity.

Wendy Papa
Central Michigan University, USA

Wendy H. Papa (PhD, Ohio University) is a professor of Communication and
Director of the Basic Course at Central Michigan University. She has previously
been affiliated at Hong Kong Baptist University, Bangkok University, Ohio
University, and University of North Carolina-Greensboro. She has conducted
research on organizations promoting social change initiatives in the US and
India, and in the areas of conflict management and technology diffusion in orga-
nizations. In addition to two books, Papa has published four scholarly articles
in communication journals and five essays in edited volumes. She has also
received a top paper award from the Organizational Communication Division
of the International Communication Association.



Xil LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Nafije Krasniqi Prishtina
Shining Stars Connect, USA

Her given name, Nafije (Naa-fee-ya), means the Creator of Good and this is her
purpose in life, each and every day. Founder of Shining Stars Connect, Nafije
leads a successful life/business-coaching practice working with clients locally and
remotely. She empowers her clients to design and achieve success in life, using
her skills as a certified Life Coach, helping them to master leadership and time
management skills. Nafije designed a comprehensive life planner/organizer and
it is a vital tool her client’s utilize to increase productivity and balance, both at
home and at work. Devoting attention and developing others to stay focused
and motivated toward creating and executing a plan for a successful life has
always been a passion for Nafije. When in her 20s, Nafije’s personal plan for her
successful life was altered when she had to leave everything behind, including
most of her family, due to war in her homeland, Kosovo. In 1999, she came to
the US as a refugee and launched a new plan beginning with learning English
and learning about American culture. Working to make a living while attending
college were a few of the challenges the new life presented. Nafije now has a
degree in Business with a focus in Human Resources Development. After many
years working in corporate America, Nafije created a new plan for herself and
opened her own consulting business. Besides her life coaching business, she is
pursuing goals as a mom, wife, and graduate student studying Cognitive
Science.

Kim Schultz
Chicago, USA

Kim Schultz is a Writer, Actor, and Activist specializing in comedic and authen-
tic storytelling. She has worked at many national theaters as an actor and writer.
And in 2009, she was commissioned to travel to the Middle East as an artist/
activist to meet with Iraqi refugees and write a play inspired by the trip. She
ended up falling in love with a refugee, forever changing her life. Out of that
came the play “No Place Called Home,” which performed at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, DC as part of World Refugee Day and off Broadway in
NYC in 2010, as well as a national tour. Compelled to further share her story
and advocate for refugees worldwide, Kim authored the recently released mem-
oir, Three Days in Damascus (Palewell Press, 2016). Now also available on
www.kimschultz.net.

Maria Silva
University of San Diego, USA

Maria Silva was born and raised in Nogales, Sonora, a few miles south of the
US-Mexico border. Growing up in the borderlands instilled an understanding of
the overwhelming cultural, economic, and political interdependence of the two
neighboring countries.


http://www.kimschultz.net

List of Contributors Xiil

Maria’s career in community-based work started in an indigenous village in
the Copper Canyon of Mexico in 2007, where she facilitated continuing educa-
tion for adults and oversaw operations and administrative duties at an elemen-
tary school. She moved to San Diego in 2008 to attend the University of San
Diego (USD) and began her work with immigrant communities on both sides of
the Tijuana-San Diego border, providing direct services as well as advocacy. She
completed her undergraduate studies in 2012.

In 2018, Maria completed Master’s in Migration Studies at the University of
San Francisco. Her thesis focused on asylum seekers in the Nogales Sonora-
Arizona border. She brings expertise in issues regarding the US-Mexico border
region to her current role as Director of Neighborhood and Community
Engaged Partnerships at the University of San Diego. She facilitates collabora-
tion with community stakeholders along the border region to co-create campus—
community engagement through reciprocal partnerships.

Leticia Villarreal Sosa
Dominican University, USA

Dr Leticia Villarreal Sosa is an Associate Professor at Dominican University’s
School of Social Work. She earned her PhD at The University of Chicago. She
is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, School Social Worker (PEL), and has an
Addictions Certificate. Her research focuses on immigrant adaptation, interna-
tional social work, and school equity. She is an Editor-in-Chief of the the jour-
nals International School Social Work Journal and Children and Schools. In
addition, she serves as a Board Member of the School Social Work Association
of America. Currently, she is working on international projects focused on the
development of social work education in Azerbaijan and Ecuador, and local
community projects in Chicago focused on adult education the Irish diaspora.
She has published articles related to interdisciplinary collaboration, models of
school social work practice, gang violence and trauma, and accompaniment.
Most recently, she published a book which was selected for the Book of the
Year Award by SSWAA, School Social Work: National Perspectives on Practice
in Schools. Her current book projects focus on the needs of Latino students in
the schools, and oral histories of Mexican and Puerto Rican women activists in
Chicago, a book focused on the collection of Queer Latina narratives.

Ulas Sunata
Bahgesehir University, Turkey

Ulas Sunata is an Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology of the
Bahgesehir University (BAU). She received her BSc in Statistics and MSc in
Sociology from Middle East Technical University, Ankara. She was invited to
be a Visiting Scholar in the Institute for Migration Research and Intercultural
Studies (IMIS) in Germany for her work in migration studies and was awarded
scholarships by DAAD and Hans-Bockler Foundation. Professor Sunata com-
pleted her PhD in Sociology at the University of Osnabriick and joined the



Xiv LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

BAU academic staff in 2010. She has published numerous works in the fields of
migration, globalization, diaspora, urbanization, and gender studies including
two books while in Germany. Her research deals with contemporary diasporas
of Turkey and focuses on the complex migratory relationship between Turkey
and Germany. Her recent work includes an oral-history project on the
Circassian diaspora in Turkey. Since 2013, she has expanded her research
toward developing and conducting academic projects about Syrian refugees.
Her research method combines theoretical policy analysis with large-scale cor-
pora and data-driven methodologies. Professor Sunata established the Center of
Migration and Urban Studies (BAUMUS) in order to empower interdisciplinary
teamwork and foster collaborative projects.

Gail Vignola
Seton Hall University, USA

Galil Vignola, before starting her teaching career, earned a BFA in Photography
from Virginia Commonwealth University and learned Spanish — her fourth
language — while working as a Photographer, Publicist, and Graphic Designer
in Miami. Her graduate work was at Barry University (Miami), the University
of Massachusetts, Boston, and the University of California, Berkeley, from
which she holds Master’s degrees in Education, Applied Linguistics, and a certif-
icate in TESOL, respectively. She has been teaching photography, writing, and
languages (English and Spanish) to domestic and international students for over
25 years. She grew up in the US and Germany and has also lived and worked in
New Jersey, Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, California, and Indiana.

Besides teaching, Gail is a committed activist for the cause of displaced
Syrian students and, with her students at the University of Evansville, started a
nonprofit — Scholars for Syria — in 2015 to increase awareness, promote advo-
cacy, and raise funds for Syrian students and their families. She received a
2016—2017 Global Scholar Award from the University of Evansville for this ini-
tiative. In 2017, Scholars for Syria was granted the UE Student Organization of
the year and the UE Diversity Awards based on their advocacy work and on the
social awareness course designed to place Syrian students in local schools to
form cultural alliances and dispel negative rhetoric about the conflict. The work
of Scholars for Syria can be found on the organization’s website www.scholars-
forsyria.com and on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Galil travels frequently and in her spare time enjoys dance, music, photogra-
phy, autumn leaves, snowstorms, and learning Arabic. She has relocated to her
home city of New York and is currently teaching on the faculty of the Seton
Hall University Department of English while continuing her advocacy work on
behalf of Syria.


http://www.scholarsforsyria.com
http://www.scholarsforsyria.com

INTRODUCTION

Gil Richard Musolf

This volume in the Blue-Ribbon series brings together scholars, former refugees,
a social worker, and an internationally recognized artist in mural painting.
Conflict and Forced Migration: Escape from Oppression and Stories of Survival,
Resilience, and Hope is timely.

It is headline news that forced migration due to conflict, persecution, and vio-
lence is a world-wide human catastrophe in which over 68 million people have
been displaced. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) currently reports (the numbers change and are getting worse) that
one in every 110 people are forced to flee their homes and that someone is forced
to flee their home every two seconds. Over 40 million are internally displaced
persons (IDPs), people who have fled their home but remain in their home coun-
try. Over 25 million are refugees, people who have forsaken their homes and
homeland. They have crossed their country’s borders seeking safety and refuge.
For example, since the civil war in Syria began in 2011, over six million Syrians
are IDPs and over five million are refugees. That’s 12 million people, half of
Syria’s population. People who flee to escape from violence, war, and persecu-
tion, abandon all they have, many times at a moment’s notice.

REFUGEES

Refugees are people that states and organizations, such as the UNHCR, have
recognized are fleeing conflict, persecution, and violence. Refugees are protected
by international law. The guiding codification of the rights of refugees is the
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees adopted in 1951 in the wake of
World War II and expanded in 1967 to the Protocol Relating to the Status of
Refugees. The United States is a signatory to this international law. The US also
has incorporated the principles of the Convention and the Protocol into national
law through the Refugee Act of 1980.

Conflict and Forced Migration: Escape from Oppression
and Stories of Survival, Resilience, and Hope
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The 1951 Convention, as a post-Second World War instrument, was originally limited in
scope to persons fleeing events occurring before 1 January 1951 and within Europe. The 1967
Protocol removed these limitations and thus gave the Convention universal coverage.
(UNHCR, 2010, p. 2)

An introduction to the Convention states:

A refugee [...] is someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing
to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, member-
ship of a particular social group, or political opinion. (UNHCR, 2010, p. 3)

As the Convention and Protocol recognizes, persecution sometimes means
that no place inside one’s country is safe; thus, remaining an IDP would entail
grave risk. People who fear persecution if they remain in their country escape to
other countries. They cannot be prosecuted for crossing borders illegally nor
returned to their country of origin. Again, an introduction to the Convention
and Protocol document states:

[R]efugees should not be penalized for their illegal entry or stay. This recognizes that the seek-
ing of asylum can require refugees to breach immigration rules. Prohibited penalties might
include being charged with immigration or criminal offences relating to the seeking of asylum,
or being arbitrarily detained purely on the basis of seeking asylum. Importantly, the
Convention contains various safeguards against the expulsion of refugees. The principle of
non-refoulement is so fundamental that no reservations or derogations may be made to it. It
provides that no one shall expel or return (“refouler”) a refugee against his or her will, in any
manner whatsoever, to a territory where he or she fears threats to life or freedom. (UNHCR,
2010, p. 3; emphasis in original)

Many who cross borders seek asylum or refuge. But not all people who cross
borders will be recognized or evaluated as a refugee. Refugee Status
Determination (RSD) is a legal process conducted mainly by UNHCR.
According to the UNHCR'’s website, increasingly, in many countries that don’t
have sufficient resources to handle the large influx of people seeking refuge, the
UNHCR is solely relied upon to make the determination of refugee eligibility
and did so in 50 countries in 2013.

Some countries have expanded their notions of what constitutes persecution.

In 1991, in response to the growing awareness of the persecution of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) persons around the world, Canada became the first country to accept ref-
ugee petitions based on persecution due to sexual orientation or gender identity (SOGI).
(Kahn & Alessi, 2017, p. 23)

Seventy-five countries criminalize same-sex behaviors and of those, six coun-
tries invoke the death penalty (p. 23). In the United States, granting refugee sta-
tus and asylum to LGBT individuals is examined under the particular social
group category. The Convention and Protocol also give refugees rights such as
“access to the courts, to primary education, to work, and the provision for docu-
mentation, including a refugee travel document in passport form” (UNHCR,
2010, p. 3).

According to Aamir Sohail (2018), who works for the UNHCR, 85% of refu-
gees are hosted in the developing world. Turkey, with 3.5 million refugees, has
more refugees than any other country. Lebanon has the highest percentage of
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refugees relative to its population. The Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) states that “[h]istorically, the United States has been the world’s top
resettlement country. In 2016, the United States resettled 61 percent of UNHCR
referrals” (Mossaad & Baugh, 2018, p. 2). Over two-thirds of all refugees come
from the Syrian Arab Republic, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar, and
Somalia. Sohail also reports that four out of five refugees remain in countries
adjacent to their own and that over half of the world’s refugees are children.
Help for refugees comes from nations and international humanitarian organiza-
tions, such as the UNHCR, Amnesty International, and Doctors Without
Borders, which won the 1999 Nobel Peace Prize.

Nations can change their policy on helping refugees. Jordan, not surprisingly,
closed its borders to Syrian refugees in 2016 after border guards were killed by a
car bomb (Specia, 2018b). That closed border has resulted in a humanitarian cri-
sis in the summer of 2018 as “[mJore than 320,000 people in the Dara’a region
have been displaced” (Specia, 2018a).

Many who have been forced to flee their homes are relegated to camps.
According to Irit Katz (2017), camps prevent “unauthorized mobility.” The
“global infrastructure” now:

consists of more than 1,000 camps inhabited by over 12 million people. Some are transferred
from one camp to another, where they are suspended for periods of weeks or months during
their long odysseys within and between states. Others live in refugee camps for years and even
decades. (Katz, 2017)

IDPs and refugees in camps endure loss of all that was their lives and loss of
all that could have been their lives, innumerable physical and mental health
issues, deprivation of human rights, violence, and hopelessness and despair,
which, at times, ends in suicide.

Three durable solutions to the refugee crisis have been: (1) repatriation, the vol-
untary return of refugees to their country of origin once armed conflict has ended
and conditions are guaranteed safe by the refugees’ home government; (2) local
integration, refugees receiving citizenship rights in the country they have sought
refuge in; and (3) resettlement, relocating refugees from their present condition in
a host country or camp to a third country. According to the US Department of
State’s website on “Refugee Admissions” (2018a), the most frequent durable solu-
tion is the return of refugees to their country of origin. Some refugees will receive
citizenship in their host country, and a few, “those who are at the highest risk”
(United States Department of State, 2018a), will be resettled to a third country. In
some countries conflict between host citizens and refugees erupts, making local
integration unsuccessful. Resettlement to a country outside the host country can
be an extended process that can take up to a decade or more.

REFUGEE STATUS AND RESETTLEMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES

The process of receiving refugee status and resettlement in the United States is
summarized from the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
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(USCIS) (2018) and the Department of State (2018a; 2018b; 2018c) websites. In
US law, a refugee is a person living outside the United States who has fled their
home country and is currently living in a “transition country” seeking to be
resettled in the United States. In order to be considered eligible as a refugee, a
person must meet the qualifications of fleeing persecution, armed conflict, or vio-
lence, is unable to return home based on a well-founded fear of persecution, is
of special humanitarian concern, and is admissible. The UNHCR refers most of
the refugees who are resettled in the United States. In addition, the U.S.
Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) “establishes processing priorities that
identify individuals and groups who are of special humanitarian concern to the
United States and who are eligible for refugee resettlement consideration”
(Mossaad & Baugh, 2018, p. 3). The Admissions Program’s purpose is to make
a refugee status determination.

For resettlement consideration in the United States, the UNHCR refers a ref-
ugee to one of nine Resettlement Support Centers (RSC) around the world.
According to the Department of State’s website (2018b) on the US Refugee
Admissions Program, RSCs:

collect biographic and other information from the applicants to prepare for the adjudication
interview and for security screening. Enhanced security screening is a joint responsibility of
the Department of State and the Department of Homeland Security and includes the partici-
pation of multiple U.S. Government security agencies.

The refugee applicant’s information will be scrutinized and he or she will be
interviewed outside the United States by a USCIS officer. The interview and vet-
ting process investigate an applicant’s identity, background, criminality, medical
status, if he or she has any ties to terrorism or if he or she poses a threat to
national security, and other factors that can make someone inadmissible. The
investigation will be arduous, extensive, and may involve many levels of inter-
views and vetting by different personnel. The process can take a very long time
and is too complicated to review here. The USCIS will make the refugee status
determination decision that determines if the person is eligible to come to the
United States for resettlement.

According to Mossaad and Baugh (2018, p. 3), “Upon approval, the refugee
applicants must also undergo a medical exam” (p. 3) “to identify individuals with
inadmissible health-related conditions” (p. 3; footnote 9). The person also will
need a financial sponsor, which could be a family member or organization that
can provide financial assistance once the person has arrived in the United States.
A person making a request for refugee status also can request resettlement for a
“derivative family member,” that is, a spouse, including a same-sex spouse, any
unmarried children under 21, and in limited cases, other family members. These
family members “are not required to demonstrate an independent refugee claim”
(p. 3). If a person is approved for resettlement in the United States, he or she will
be provided limited financial support upon arrival in the United States through
the Department of State’s Reception and Placement Program.

According to the Department of State’s website on The Reception and
Placement Program (2018c), the State Department works with “nine
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resettlement agencies that have proven knowledge and resources to resettle refu-
gees.” Resettlement is a process of matching the needs of refugees with the
resources of communities. Upon arriving in the United States, refugees are met
at the airport by someone from the sponsoring agency, taken to a furnished
apartment, provided “climate-appropriate clothing,” “food typical of the refu-
gee’s culture,” and oriented to social services and granted “employment authori-
zation” (United States Department of State, 2018c). Limited financial assistance
is provided by the Reception and Placement program for the first three months
after the refugee’s arrival. The Office of Refugee Resettlement under the
Department of Health and Human Services also “works through the states and
other nongovernmental organizations to provide longer-term cash and medical
assistance, as well as language, employment, and social services” (United States
Department of State, 2018c). The refugee must apply for lawful permanent resi-
dence (LPR) within one year after arrival, colloquially referred to as obtaining a
green card. After five years in the United States, LPRs who have met required
qualifications can apply to become naturalized US citizens.

The Refugee Act of 1980 authorizes the President, after consultation with
Congress, to determine the number of refugees allowed to resettle in the United
States. The President also limits the number of refugees that can resettle from
each region of the world. “In 2016, the United States admitted 84,989 refugees,
an increase of approximately 15,000 from each of the previous three years”
(Mossaad & Baugh, 2018, p. 3). In 2016, in order of highest percentage, 71% of
refugees came from five countries: The Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Syria, Burma, Iraq, and Somalia (p. 4). According to Shesgreen and Gomez
(2018), President Obama had authorized resettling up to 110,000 refugees for his
last year in office, which President Trump cut to 45,000 for fiscal year (FY) 2018
(the US FY runs from October 1 to September 30) and to 30,000 for FY 2019.
Although the FY 2018 cap was 45,000, Shesgreen and Gomez (2018) report that
near the end of FY 2018, only 20,918 refugees had been admitted. On June 26,
2018, the US Supreme Court in a 5—4 decision upheld the Trump administra-
tion’s travel ban. The policy bans nationals from Iran, Libya, Syria, Somalia,
Yemen, and North Korea from entering the United States. It also prohibits
entry to some government officials from Venezuela. The third version of the
travel ban stated that national security concerns arising from those countries
inadequate data and information systems prohibit the United States to carry out
thorough background, identity, and vetting procedures (BBC News, 2018).
Critics have argued that the policy, one that affects people from majority-
Muslim nations, is one of religious discrimination. While security concerns pre-
vent refugees in nations subject to the ban from resettlement in the United
States, resettlement continues from countries in which US intelligence agencies
find vetting and screening procedures sufficiently rigorous.

The refugee calamity accelerates as conflict and catastrophe generate more
refugees. The humanitarian response to the cataclysm is in jeopardy as nations,
especially ones that had held out helping hands, find the many complexities and
financial burdens of the crisis overwhelming. The unrelenting refugee crisis has
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led to debates in many nations over the conflicting demands of security and
compassion.

In Part I of this volume, scholars address the circumstances of conflict and
forced migration that have affected the countries people flee from and the coun-
tries they flee to. The first chapter focuses on the process of coming to the
United States as an asylum seeker, and the crisis in the Northern Triangle of
Central America, which has led to an unprecedented surge in people seeking
asylum in the United States. The second chapter addresses the longstanding cri-
sis of conflict in Darfur. The author examines the structures of global climate
change, race, and gender. The situation in Darfur has led to genocide and a ref-
ugee crisis. The third chapter reviews the Circassian diaspora. The recent civil
war in Syria has led to Syrian Circassian migration, primarily to Turkey.
Circassians have found mutual aid and refuge in Turkey and are being inte-
grated into Turkish society. While Turkey is Circassians’ preferred destination,
many Circassians express a desire to return to their homeland. Some are return-
ing. In Part II, two former female refugees, one from Sudan and one from
Kosovo, each chronicle how they mustered resilience and agency to escape
oppression and come to the United States. The history of their countries is seen
through a personal lens. Both have profound gratitude to the United States and
are pursuing their dreams. Two scholars jointly depict aspects of the humanitar-
ian crisis along the southwestern United States—Mexico border. A playwright
who smuggled her lover out of Damascus adds another note of hope and happi-
ness in a world of tragic stories. Two scholars reflect on their pioneering work in
Critical Participatory Action Research “among queer and trans migrants with
precarious status.” In Part III, three chapters reflect upon humanitarian and pol-
icy responses. The first chapter by three scholars of social work presents the his-
tory of child protection policy in the United States. They also focus on how the
social construction of immigrant populations shapes child welfare practices. The
second article, by a psychiatric social worker, gives voice to children of migrants
who for a variety of sad reasons have been left to struggle with traumatic situa-
tions. The third chapter focuses on the humanitarian response of an academic
who created a university organization, Scholars for Syria, to help Syrian stu-
dents who resettled in the United States. Art as a form of hope and social con-
sciousness centers Part IV. A scholar of rhetoric expounds upon the literary
insight into the lives of refugees in the novels of Bildungsroman. An international
artist, a mural painter, has presented some of the murals painted in Syria by
children and teenagers as a healing and peace-making process.

None of the authors should be assumed to agree with one another.
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